130         ENGLISH   VOYAGES   TO   THE    CARIBBEAN
They left England last year, '85, and steered for the altitude and
vicinity where they were informed the Tierra Firme and New Spain
fleets sailed, which fleets he says they missed by twelve hours. They
took a ship laden with hides and sugar and coasted along the shores
of those realms. Of their procedure there Your Majesty is fully
informed.
They sailed to the Canary Islands and, desiring to . . .* at La
Palma, were prevented by the inhabitants who ... 2 his ships. He
withdrew and steered for Cape Verde.
The enemy took the town, killing many of its residents. There
was no ransom. They burned and destroyed the whole town and
steered for these parts.
Drake took two of the advice-boats which were sailing hither.
He arrived at La Espanola and three leagues from the city of Santo
Domingo landed troops with which, supported by his fleet from the
sea, being unperceived, with little difficulty he took the city and
sacked it, obtaining great wealth from it. He burned and razed the
greater part of the city. Damas street, which remained standing,
was ransomed for 25,000 ducats. He battered the fort, burned the
galley, took the artillery and ten or twelve ships which were in the
haven. He did other things which, since it is certain that Your
Majesty is accurately informed... summarily related.
(The) city of Cartagena and its governor had warning of the
enemy's approach and of his strength, which warning was brought
by a ship which arrived at Epiphany of this present year, and by
three others which came in later; and from La Espanola they had
news of the loss of Santo Domingo and that the enemy would attack
Cartagena.
The governor ordered the women, children and invalids, treasure,
clothing and merchandise out of the city, and for its defence some
works of little importance were built. Of these the principal one was
at the Caleta, by way of which the city had been taken on previous
occasions. They left the door wide open in that over the 75 feet
which lie between the old trench and the seawash they built no moat
nor trench nor any other defence whatsoever. They could easily
have made the approach by the Caleta safe against the enemy's
entrance by that way, had they dug a deep ditch in the dead sand
there, from sea to sea, a distance of 150 (p. 3) paces, or closed up the
trench as far as the water's edge and furnished the powder, for which
they were asked, to blow up the enemy, should he come that way;
and if on the shore of a point at the entrance to the harbour, through
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